
HUNTINGTON CITY TOWNSHIP PUBLIC LIBRARY
Board of Trustees
August 21st, 2024

5:15pm

Public Hearing for 2025 Budget

1. Call to Order

2. Public Input

3. Adjournment

Regular Meeting

1. Call to Order

2. Reading and Approval of Minutes

3. Reading and Approval of Financial Report and Bills

4. Report of the Librarian

5. Committee Reports

a. Personnel Committee

6. Communications

7. Public Input

8. Unfinished Business

a. Patio/Park Area Update

b. Epoch Times Issue Consideration

9. New Business

a. Policy Updates

i. Community Room Policy

ii. Notary Public Policy

b. E-rate Resolution

c. Rainy Day Reduction Resolution

d. Other

10. Adjournment



HUNTINGTON CITY TOWNSHIP PUBLIC LIBRARY
Board of Trustees
July 17th, 2024

5:15pm
Present: Daryl Shrock, Jessica Mankey, Sue Jepsen, Terri Salzano-Sees, Doug Denney, Jamie Hoffman
Absent: Rebekah Benjamin
Visitors: Cassidy DeHaven, Hank Miller, Sarah Jeffers, Eric Fry, Mike Perkins, Kelly Finley, Brianne
Belford, Malissa Hostetler

Regular Meeting

1. Call to Order: Doug called the meeting to order.

2. Reading and Approval of Minutes: Jamie moved to approve the minutes as corrected. Terri
seconded. Minutes approved.

3. Reading and Approval of Financial Report and Bills: Beka answered questions about the bills.
Daryl motioned to approve the financial report and bills (corrected). Sue seconded the motion.
Financial report and bills approved.

4. Report of the Librarian: Beka updated the board on staffing change and shared how
programming has gone —and we have exceeded our goals.

5. Committee Reports: Beka noted that the book reconsideration committee met and reviewed
how the process worked. She read Rebekah’s statement on the reconsideration (as Rebekah was
unable to be present). The statement proposed moving the book, You Know, Sex, will be moved
to the parent/teacher curriculum section. Additional revisions to the guidelines to ensure
appropriate placement of materials in childrens is also proposed.

There was discussion about the recommendations the committee made and what that would
look like.

Daryl motioned to approve the recommendation of the committee, Jamie seconded. Motion
passed.



Beka noted that the guidelines for decision making regarding where books are located will be
updated and she will bring that information back to the committee as it is completed. It is time
for and update.

6. Communications: None

7. Unfinished Business

a. Material Reconsideration Recommendation: See Committee Report.

b. Periodicals Collection Question: Beka outlined a review of the collection of materials
we have in the periodical section and the need to update and balance the collection to
ensure inclusion of other viewpoints.

c. Budget Draft - approval for advertising: Beka reviewed the updated budget draft and
explained the rationale behind some of the last adjustments that she made. She
explained the various aspects of the levy, certified rate, etc. and what she recommends
and asked for the board’s concensus.

d. Other: Nothing

8. New Business

a. Potential Sensory Park: CME prepared a proposal for the Sensory Park and Beka
reviewed the plan that had been presented. Beka answered questions from the board
and from the public about the proposal.

b. Hours Adjustment:

i. Book Release Party, Friday, September 20th 6:00pm -7:30pm - correction from

June approval: Terri motioned to approve extension of hours on

September 20, Sue seconded the motion, motion passed unanimously.

c. 2025 Holiday Closings: List of dates for closings was discussed, changes were
discussed, and adjustments for Heritage Days. Heritage Days closings are only for the
Huntington locations. Jessica moved to approve with the amendments, Daryl seconded.
Motion approved.

d. Mobile Library Policy: Daryl motioned to approve the cancellation of the



bookmobile. Terri seconded. Motion approved.

e. Other: None.

9. Public Input: Kelly Findley asked further questions about the book that was being relocated.
Mrs. Jeffers, expressed appreciation for the reconsideration of the book that she raised. She
added additional concerns. Mr. Miller expressed concern about the refusal to purchase Epoch
Times.

10. Adjournment: Sue motioned to adjourn. Terri seconded. Meeting adjourned.



















Due to multiple concerns regarding business practices and legal issues, we have determined that subscribing to

the Epoch Times newspaper is not in the best interest of our organization. Specific examples of our concerns

are listed below.

● On June 15th 2024, multiple news outlets reported that the CFO of the media company was charged in

a federal money laundering indictment. The indictment indicates a multi-year, $67 million dollar

scheme to launder ‘crime proceeds’ through various foundations and outlets of the company.

According to the Associated Press, the organization “used cryptocurrency to “knowingly purchase tens

of millions of dollars in crime proceeds,” including funds from fraudulently obtained unemployment

benefits that were loaded onto prepaid debit cards, according to federal prosecutors. Stolen personal

information was then used to open accounts as part of the alleged laundering scheme, prosecutors

said. The money was further laundered through other bank accounts held by Epoch and Guan’s

personal bank and cryptocurrency accounts.”

● The Epoch Times is not accredited by the Better Business Bureau. Two years ago the business had an“F”

rating, that rating is now a B- but the reason for the change is unclear.

● There have been hundreds of complaints listed on the Better Business Bureau website at

https://www.bbb.org/us/ny/new-york/profile/newspaper/the-epoch-times-0121-87139373, mostly

concerning issues with alleged fraud from the Epoch Times’ refusal to cancel subscriptions or to

provide refunds to those who have canceled their subscriptions and then been charged again for those

subscriptions, and there are many more recent complaints of people being “subscribed” against their

will to email newsletter versions of The Epoch Times, possibly using tactics like email harvesting, and

finding that trying to unsubscribe only leads to more and more emails from the newspaper, inundating

their inboxes. Not allowing users to unsubscribe from emails is an illegal practice according to the FCC.

● In 2019 NBC News reported that the Epoch Times had been banned from placing advertisements on

Facebook due to fraudulent practices of using shell organizations to hide their spending on

advertisements for a specific political candidate. The Washington Post reiterated that this “effectively

bypassed Facebook’s rules around political advertising and transparency’.

● In 2023, Epoch times settled a lawsuit alleging that they sold website visitors viewing history and

personal identifying information to Facebook.

https://apnews.com/article/epoch-times-cfo-indictment-money-laundering-caad358778bb6b73e32e9f989f3b

9665

https://www.npr.org/2024/06/13/nx-s1-5005297/epoch-times-turmoil-money-laundering

https://www.cnbc.com/2024/06/03/money-laundering-epoch-times-cfo-charged-with-alleged-67-million-sche

me-.html

https://www.nbcnews.com/tech/tech-news/epoch-times-begins-hiding-its-connection-huge-pro-trump-ad-n1

045416

https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2019/08/23/facebook-bans-ads-epoch-times-violating-transpar

ency-policies-with-pro-trump-ads/

https://law.justia.com/cases/federal/district-courts/new-york/nysdce/1:2022cv06348/583738/25/

https://www.bbb.org/us/ny/new-york/profile/newspaper/the-epoch-times-0121-87139373
https://apnews.com/article/epoch-times-cfo-indictment-money-laundering-caad358778bb6b73e32e9f989f3b9665
https://apnews.com/article/epoch-times-cfo-indictment-money-laundering-caad358778bb6b73e32e9f989f3b9665
https://www.npr.org/2024/06/13/nx-s1-5005297/epoch-times-turmoil-money-laundering
https://www.cnbc.com/2024/06/03/money-laundering-epoch-times-cfo-charged-with-alleged-67-million-scheme-.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2024/06/03/money-laundering-epoch-times-cfo-charged-with-alleged-67-million-scheme-.html
https://www.nbcnews.com/tech/tech-news/epoch-times-begins-hiding-its-connection-huge-pro-trump-ad-n1045416
https://www.nbcnews.com/tech/tech-news/epoch-times-begins-hiding-its-connection-huge-pro-trump-ad-n1045416
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2019/08/23/facebook-bans-ads-epoch-times-violating-transparency-policies-with-pro-trump-ads/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2019/08/23/facebook-bans-ads-epoch-times-violating-transparency-policies-with-pro-trump-ads/
https://law.justia.com/cases/federal/district-courts/new-york/nysdce/1:2022cv06348/583738/25/

